Wm. MILLER’S RULES of BIBLE INTERPRETATION

ENGLISH & RUSSIAN VERSIONS

In studying the Bible, I have found the following Rules to be of great service to myself, and
now give them to the public by special request. Every Rule should be well studied, in
connection with the scripture references, if the Bible student would be at all benefited by them.

[Ipu wusyyenuum bubnuu, s o0OHapy XKW1 CcIEQyIONIME NpaBWIa KOTOPHIE HAIlIel OYEHb
MOJIE3HBIMU, U TI0 CHEIHAIbHONW MPOChOe s IEII0Ch UMU C YUTaTeNlaMu. Ymobul uzyuarowui
U36leK HaubOAbULYI0 NOJb3Y U3 HANUCAHHO20, KAXCO0e NPABUNO OOJINCHO U3VUAMBCS OYEHD
BHUMAMENHO U NAPAeIbHO C COOMBEMCMEYIOWUM meKkcmom uz bubnuu.

RULE 1.

Every word must have its proper bearing on the subject presented in the Bible.
PROOF
Matt. 5:18.

IMPABUJIO Nel
Kaxnoe crmoBo B bubnamm MOKHO WMMETh COOTBETCTBYIOIIEE COOTHOIICHHE K MPEIMETYy
n3ydenus B CesmieHHoM [lucanun.

JHNOKA3ATEJIbCTBA

Mardes 5:18.

RULE I1.

All scripture is necessary, and may be understood by a diligent application and study.
PROOF
2 Tim. 3:15-17.

INPABUJIO Ne2
Bce MecTta CBSIIIEHHOTO MHUCAaHUS HEOOXOIWMBI U MOTYT OBITh MOHSTHI MPU TIHIATEIHHOM HX
M3y4CHUU U IPUMEHEHUH.

JHNOKA3ATEJIbCTBA

2 Tumodes 3:15-17.

RULE II1.

Nothing revealed in the scripture can or will be hid from those who ask in faith, not wavering.
PROOFS
Deut. 29:29. Matt. 10:26, 27. 1Cor. 2:10. Phil. 3:15. Isa. 45:11. Matt. 21:22.
John 14:13, 14. 15:7. James 1:5, 6. 1 John 5:13-15.



IHPABUJIO Ne3
Huuro B CesimienHoM [lucanuu He OyAeT CKPBITO OT T€X KTO C UCKPEHHEW BEPOM MPOCUT €ro
O0OBSICHEHHUS, U HE COMHEBAETCSI UTO €0 MOJYUHUT.
JNOKA3ATEJIBCTBA
Bropozakonue 29:29. Mardes 10:26-27. 1 Kopundsunam 2:10. Owmmunnuitinam 3:15.
Ucanm 45:11. Matdes 21:22. Moanna 14:13, 14. 15:7. Nakosa 1:5, 6. 1 Moanna 5:13-15.

RULE IV.
To understand doctrine, bring all the scriptures together on the subject you wish to know; then
let every word have its proper influence, and if you can form your theory without a
contradiction, you cannot be in an error.

PROOFS

Isa. 28:7-29, 35:8. Prov. 19:27. Luke 24:27, 44, 45. Rom. 16:26. 2 Pet. 1:19, 20.

ITPABHUJIO Ned
UtoOsl paBWIIbH TOHATH bOKECTBEHHOE YUYEHHE, COOEpH BCE BBIACPIKKU M3 MUCAHUS HA TEMY
KOTOPYIO Thl U3y4aelllb; U 3aT€M IT03BOJIb KaXKJIOMY CJIOBY UMETh MPABHJILHOE BIUSHUE, U €CIIU
TBI CMOXEITb CO3/IaTh TEOPHIO 0€3 MPOTUBOPEUHI, Thl HE CMOXKEIITb OIITUOUTHCS.
JNOKA3ATEJIbCTBA
Ucanm 28:7-29, 35:8. Ilputuu 19:27. Ot Jlyku 24:27, 44, 45. Pumnsnam 16:26.
2 Iletpa 1:19, 20.

RULE V.

Scripture must be its own expositor, since it is a rule of itself. If I depend on a teacher to
expound it to me, and he should guess at its meaning, or desire to have it so on account of his
sectarian creed, or to be thought wise, then his guessing, desire, creed or wisdom is my rule, not
the Bible.

PROOFS

Ps. 19:7-11. Ps. 119:97-105. Matt. 23:8-10. 1Cor. 2:12-16. Eze. 34:18, 19. Luke 11:52.

Mal. 2:7, 8.

IMPABHJIO Ne5
CasmieHHOE MHCaHUE COMIEPKUT B ceOe Bce 0OBICHEHHE TOTO YTO B HEM HAIMMCAHO TaK KaK OHO
caMo SIBIIICTCS BCEMCOCTABJISIOMMM MpaBmwiioM. Eciu s 3aBumy oT y4duTens B OOBSCHEHUU
sHadueHus CesmieHHoro Ilucanus, TO ToYka 3pEHUS YUYUTENsl KOTOpas OCHOBaHA Ha €ro
MIPEANOI0KEHUH, BEPOUCTIOBETAHUH WIIM 3HAHUH, CTAHOBUTCS MOUM TTPaBUIIOM
JIOKA3ATEJIbCTBA
[lcanom 19:7-11. Ilcanom 119:97-105. Mardes 23:8-10. 1 Kopundsuam 2:12-16.
Nezexkumns 34:18, 19. Ot JIyku 11:52. Manaxuu 2:7, 8.




RULE VL.
God has revealed things to come, by visions, in figures and parables, and in this way the same
things are often revealed again and again, by different visions, or in different figures, and
parables. If you wish to understand them, you must combine them all in one.
PROOFS
Ps. 89:19. Hos. 12:10. Hab. 2:2. Acts 2:17. 1 Cor. 10:6. Heb. 9:9, 24. Ps. 78:2. Matt.
13:13, 34. Gen. 41:1-32. Dan. 2, 7 and 8. Acts 10:9-16.

HNPABHWJIO Ne6
bor rBoput HaM 0 COOBITUSIX, KOTOPBIE IPOU30UIYT B OyayIlleM, Yepe3 BUACHUS, Yepe3 00pa3bl
U TPUTYH, U TAaKUM 00pazaM OJHHU U TE K€ UJCH MPENOJHOCITCS MHOTOKPATHO 4Yepe3 pasHbIe
BUJICHUS WM Yepe3 pazIudHbie 00pa3bl U npuTud. Eciu Tl Xouenb HallTh 3TOMYy OOBSICHEHHE
TO ThI IOJKEH O0BEIMHUTD X B OJIHO IIEJIOE.
JHOKA3ATEJIbCTBA
[Icanom 89:19. Ocum 12:10. ABBakyma 2:2. [lesuust AnoctonoB 2:17. 1 Kopundsnam
10:6. EBpesm 9:9, 24. Tlcanom 78:2. Mardes 13:13, 34. bertue 41:1-32. Jlanuuna 2, 7 u
8. lesaus AmoctonoB 10:9-16.

RULE VII.

Visions are always mentioned as such.
PROOF
2 Cor. 12:1.

INPABUJIO Ne7

Bunenus Bcerna ynomsiHyThl Kak TaKOBBIE.
JOKA3ATEJIbCTBA
2 Kopundsnam 12:1.

RULE VIII.
Figures always have a figurative meaning, and are used much in prophecy, to represent future
things, times and events; such as: “mountains” meaning governments; “beasts” meaning
kingdoms; “waters” meaning people; “lamp” meaning Word of God; “day” meaning year.
PROOFS
Dan. 2:35,44.7:8,17. Rev. 17:1, 15. Ps. 119:105. Ezek. 4:6.

IIPABUJIO Ne8
OO0pa3sl Bcera IMEIOT CHMBOJIMYECKOE 3HAUCHNE, U YACTO MCTOIB3YIOTCS B MMPOPOYECTBAX IS
M300paKeHHsI COOBITHIA OyayInero; Hampumep “eopul” 0003HAYAOT NPaAsUMENbCMBA;
“ueypvl  orcusommubix” O3HAYAIOT Yapcmea; “‘600vbl” O3HAYAIOT Jrodell;, ‘‘ceemunbHUK’
npencteisetr Croso boowcue; “Oens” IPEACTABISAET 200.

JOKA3ATEJIbCTBA

HNanuuna 2:35, 44, 7:8, 17. Otkposenue 17:1,15. Ilcanom 119:105. Nezexkunns 4:6




RULE IX.
Parables are used as comparisons to illustrate subjects, and must be explained in the same way
as figures by the subject and Bible.

PROOF

Mark 4:13.

IHPABUJIO Ne9
[IpuTun KCMONB3YIOTCA KaK CPAaBHEHUS ISl WILTIOCTPALMU PA3IMYHBIX TE€M, U JOJDKHBI OBITH
MCTOJIKOBaHbl TAKUMHU K€ METOJaMU Kak 00pasbl MCHOJb3Ys JAOMOIHUTENIbHbIE BBIIECPKKUA U3
bubnuu Ha 3Ty Ke Temy.

JNOKA3ATEJIBCTBA

Mapxka 4:13.

RULE X.
Figures sometimes have two or more different significations, as “day” is used in a figurative
sense to represent three different periods of time.

PROOF

Eccl. 7:14.

1. Indefinite.

2. Definite, a day for a year.

3. Day for a thousand years.
If you put on the right construction it will harmonize with the Bible and make good sense,
otherwise it will not.

PROOFS

Ezek. 4:6. 2 Pet. 3:8.

IHHPABHMJIO Nel0
OOpa3bl MHOTJAa UMEIOT JBa WU OoJjiee 3HAYEHUI, HampuMep “IeHb’ MOXKET MPEICTaBIATH
00pa3HO TpH pa3IMYHbIE IEPUO/IBI BPEMEHHU.

JOKA3ATEJIbCTBA

Exxnusnacra 7:14.

1. Unenatudunupyit

2. JleHb IpenCcTaBIsSET OJMH IOl

3. JleHb peaCTaBISIET THICSUY JIET
Eciu TBOE uMCTONMKOBaHWE MpaTMIbHOE OHO OYIET COTJIacOBHIBATHCS C ydeHHeM bubimu u
MMETb CMBICJI, B IPOTUBHOM CJIy4ae OHO He OyJeT MMETh CMBICTIA.

JNOKA3ATEJIbCTBA

Nezexkumns 4:6. 2 Ietpa 3:8.



RULE XI.
How to know when a word is used figuratively: If it makes good sense as it stands, and does no
violence to the simple laws of nature, then it must be understood literally, if not, figuratively.
PROOFS
Rev. 12:1, 2. 17:3-7.

ITPABMJIO Nell
Kak onpenenuTs eciu CJI0BO UCIOJIB3YETCs 00pa3HO: €ClIM MECTO e 3TO CJIOBO yHOTPeOseTcs
MMEET CMBICJ U HE HapyllaeT MpPOCThIe 3aKOHBI MPHUPOJIbI, TOT/a OHO JOJDKHO MOHHMAThCS
OyKBaJIbHO, B MPOTUBHOM CJIy4ae OHO JIOJHKHO TTOHMMATHCSI 00pas3Ho.

JNOKA3ATEJIbCTBA

Otkposenue 12:1, 2. 17:3-7.

RULE XII.

To learn the true meaning of figures, trace your figurative word through your Bible, and where
you find it explained, put it on your figure, and if it makes good sense you need look no further,
if not, look again.

IHPABHUJIO Nel2

UtoObl y3HATHh NMpPaBUIIbHOE 3HAYEHUE o0pa3a, MPOCMOTPH TJ€ OHO HCHoJb3yeTcs B bubnuu, u
KOI'/Ia Thl HaWEIIb €ro 0ObICHEHHE IPUMEHH 3TO K 00pa3y, M €CJIM 3TO UMEET CMBICI TO HETY
HEOOXOMMOCTH HCKaTh HWHOE 3HAY€HHWE, B TNPOTUBOIOJIONKHOM CiIy4yae UM Apyroe
onpeJeeHue.

RULE XIII.
To know whether we have the true historical event for the fulfillment of a prophecys, if you find
every word of the prophecy (after the figures are understood) is literally fulfilled, then you may
know that your history is the true event. But if one word lacks a fulfillment, then you must look
for another event, or wait its future development. For God takes care that history and prophecy
doth agree, so that the true believing children of God may never be ashamed.

PROOFS

Ps. 22:5. Isa. 45:17-19. 1 Pet. 2:6. Rev. 17:17. Acts 3:18.

IMPABHMJIO Nel3
UroObl y3HATh €CTh JIM HACTOAIIEE HCTOPHUECKOE COOBITHE CTOSIIee 3a HCIOJHEHUEM
pOpOYeCcTBa, MPOBEPh HYTO KaXJOE CIOBO IMMPOpouYecTBa (IMOCIE TOTO Kak Bce 00pasbl
IPOpOYECTBa MPABUIHHO MOHITH) OYKBAaTBbHO MCIIOJHEHO, M €CJIM 3TO TaK TO TOTJa Thl MOKEIIb
MPUNTH K 3aKJIFOUYCHHUIO YTO 3TO HACTOsIIEe UCToprudeckoe codbitne. Ho ecnu xoTs Okl 0/1HO U3
CJIOB TIPOPOYECTBE HE WCIOJIHEHO, TOTJa WIIN APYroe COOBITHE, MWW XKIu Oymyliee pa3BUTHE
coObrtuii. Uctuaabie Bo)kecTBeHHBIE MPOPOYECTBA HUKOTJA HE MPOTUBOPEUAT UCTOPUICCKUM
COOBITHSIM, YTOOBI HICTUHHO BEPYIOIIHH J1eTh boknn HUKOTAa He ObUTH MTOCTHIKUHEI.

JOKA3ATEJIbCTBA

[Tcanmbl 22:5. Ucauns 45:17-19. 1 Ilerpa 2:6. OtkpoBenue 17:17.

Hesaus Anocrtosos 3:18




RULE XIV.

The most important Rule of all is, that you must have faith. It must be a faith that requires a
sacrifice, and, if tried, would give up the dearest object on earth, the world and all its desires,
character, living, occupation, friends, home, comforts, and worldly honors. If any of these
should hinder our believing any part of God's word, it would show our faith to be vain. Nor can
we ever believe so long as one of these motives lies lurking in our hearts. We must believe that
God will never forfeit his word. And we can have confidence that he that takes notice of the
sparrow, and numbers the hairs of our head, will guard the translation of his own word, and
throw a barrier around it, and prevent those who sincerely trust in God, and put implicit
confidence in his word, from erring far from the truth, though they may not understand Hebrew
or Greek.

These are some of the most important Rules which I find the word of God warrants me to adopt
and follow, in order for system and regularity. And if I am not greatly deceived, in so doing, I
have found the Bible, as a whole, one of the most simple, plain, and intelligible books ever
written, containing proof in itself of its divine origin, and full of all knowledge that our hearts
could wish to know or enjoy. I have found it a treasure which the world cannot purchase. It
gives a calm peace in believing, and a firm hope in the future. It sustains the mind in adversity,
and teaches us to be humble in prosperity. It prepares us to love and do good to others, and to
realize the value of the soul. It makes us bold and valiant for the truth, and nerves the arm to
oppose error. It gives us a powerful weapon to break down Infidelity, and makes known the
only antidote for sin. It instructs us how death will be conquered, and how the bonds of the
tomb must be broken. It tells us of future events, and shows the preparation necessary to meet
them. It gives us an opportunity to hold conversation with the King of kings, and reveals the
best code of Laws ever enacted.

This is but a faint view of its value; yet how many perishing souls treat it with neglect, or, what
is equally as bad, treat it as a hidden mystery which cannot be known. Oh, my dear reader,
make it your chief study. Try it well, and you will find it to be all I have said. Yes, like the
Queen of Sheba, you will say the half was not told you.

The divinity taught in our schools is always founded on some sectarian creed. It may do to take
a blank mind and impress it with this kind, but it will always end in bigotry. A free mind will
never be satisfied with the views of others. Were I a teacher of youth in divinity, I would first
learn their capacity and mind. If these were good, I would make them study the Bible for
themselves, and send them out free to do the world good. But if they had no mind, I would
stamp them with another's mind, write bigot on their forehead, and send them out as slaves!

IHPABHMJIO Nel4

N camoe rinaBHOE MPaBUIO — Thl JOJKEH UMETh 8ep)y. DTO JI0KHA OBITh Bepa KOTOpasi TpeOyeT
AKEPTB, U €CJIM OHA MOJBEPTHETCA UCIBITAHUIO TO CMOKET OTKA3aThCsl OT BCETO CaMOr0 LIEHHOTO
YTO €CTh Ha 3TOM 3eMJie, OT BCET0 MUPCKOBA CO BCEMU €0 CTPACTsIMH, OT TMPUBBIYEK, OT 00pa3a



AKU3HU, OT 3aHITUH, OT APY3€H, OT IoMa, OT yA0OCTB U OT MUPCKOIl moyectu. Eciu Mbl umeem
XOTSObI OJTHO W3 TIEPEUMCICHHBIX BBIIIE MPEMATCTBHI TO MOXXEM CUMTATh YTO Halla Bepa
HarpacHa. HUKTO He MOXXeT MMETh TBEpAYIO BEpYy €CIIM XOTSOBl OJWH W3 ATHUX MOTHBOB
CKPBIBAETCS B HAIIMX cepAuax. Mbl JOKHBI BEpUTh YTO bOr HUKOTrja HE OCTABUT U HUKOT 1A HE
M3MEHHUT CBOE mociaHue. M Mbpl MOkeM OBITh YBEPEHBI YTO €CIH JaKe camas Majiasi Taxa He
n3zberaet Ero BHUMaHU, U 9TO YUCIIO BOJIOC Y HAC COYTEHO, TO [ '0CMIOb 3alTUTUT TIPaBUIILHOE
PAcCTOJIKOBAaHME CBOETO CJIOBA, W COXPAHHUT TE€X KTO MCKPEHHO BEPAT B HErO OT OMMOOK B
MCTOJIKOBAHUM MCTHHBI aXXE €CIIM OHU HE 3HaI0T EBpelickoro win ['pedeckoro s3bika.

DTO HEKOTOPBIE U3 CaMbIX BAXKHBIX MpaBui KoTopble CBslieHHoe [Iucanne nmpeanuceiBaeT MHE
UCIIOJIb30BaTh M CJEJAOBaTh YTOObl JOCTUTHYTh CHCTEMATHMUYECKOTO U OPraHM30BAHHOIO
noHumanusi bubnauu. M ecnau s He SBISAIOCH B BEJIMKOM 3a0JyKACHUHM, TO CIEAYys STUM
npaBuUiiaM, s HaX0Xy 4yTo buOnus sBiseTcs B 1I€JIOM OAHOM M3 CaMOW IMPOCTOM, SICHOM H
JIOXOYMBOM KHHT KOTOpbIE KOTja Ju00 OBUIM HamucaHbl, COJAEpKalle B caMou cebe
JI0OKa3aTeIbCTBA CBOETO 0OO0KECTBEHHOTO MPOUCXOXKJCHHS, U UCTUHY KOTOPYIO HAIllM CepAla
KaXKIYT TTO3HATHh M 00J1a1aTh. DTO COKPOBUIIE KOTOPOE MUP HE MOXKET KynmuTh. bubmus maet
HaM MHp KOTJIa Mbl YBEpOBaJlM M TBEPAYIO Hajexkay o OyaymeMm. OHa yKperuisieT Halle
MBIIUIEHUE BO BpEMsI TPYJHOCTEM M UCHOBITAHUM M YYUT HAC CMHUPEHIO BO BpEMEHa
npoueranusi. OHa y4UT HAc JIOOUTH, AeNaTh M00pO, M OCO3HATH IIEHHOCTh YEIOBEYECKOM
nym. OHa AenaeT HaC CMENbIMU U J0OJIECTHBIMU B OTCTAMBAHUE MPAaBIbl U YKPEIUISIET HAC B
OPOTUBOCTOSIHMU Herpagae. OHa JaeT HaM CHIIBHOE OpYXKHUE IPOTUB HEBEPUS, U YKa3bIBAET HA
€AMHCTBEHHOE MPOTUBOsAUE OT rpexa. OHa y4uT HaC O TOM KakK CMepTh Oy/AeT moOexaeHa, u
KaK y3bl CMepTU OynyT paspyuieHbl. OHa TOBOPUT HAM O COOBITHSX OyAyIIEro, U MOKa3bIBAET
Kakasi MOATrOTOBKa HeoOxoauMma st 3Toro. OHa JaeT HaM BO3MOXHOCTh UMETh OOILEHUE C
[Hapewm lLlapeii, 1 OTKpBIBAET CaMbIii YUl KOJEKC 3aKOHA KOTOPBIM KOT/1a MO0 ObLIT IPUHSAT.

31ech maeTcs AAJeKO HE TIONHBIM TEpedeHb BCEX IIeHHOCTeW bubnmm, ogHako MHOTO
norudarommx Aym OoTHocATca K bubmum ¢ mpeHeOpexeHHEeM WM, YTO OJMHAKOBO ILIOXO,
CUMTAIOT €€ TAaHOM COKPBITOW OT ITOHMMAaHUA. MOM JOpOroy 4WTaTelb, CEall €€ OCHOBHBIM
peIMeTOM CBOEro u3yueHus. [Ipunoxu kK 3ToMy yCuiinsg U Thl OOHAPYKHILb BCE YTO S BBILIE
nepeuuciani o bubnuu siBasercs aecreurenbHocThio. M kak [apuna CaBckas Thl CKaXKellb 4TO
“MHE OBLJIO U B MOJOBUHY HE CKa3aHO .

boxecTBeHHOE yueHHE B HAIIMX Y4E€OHBIX 3aBEJCHUSAX OCHOBAHO HA KaKUX JTUOO CEKTaHCKHUX
BepoucnoBeaanusax. OHO MOKET KOHEYHO OCTaBUTh OTIEYATOK HA HE YTBEPAMUBILUXCS yMax, HO
KOHEYHBIM pe3yJbTaToM Bcerga Oyzaer ¢danatusm. CBoOOIHBIM yM HHUKOrga He Oyner
YIOBIIETBOPEH TOJILKO MHEHUsAMHU JIpyrux. Ecimu s O6b1 Obu1 yuutenem boxecTBeHHOTO s ObI
CHayaJla y3HaJl KAKOBa YMCTBEHHasl CIIOCOOHOCTh B NIO3HAHUU y 3TUX MOJOABIX Jitoaei. 1 ecnu
Takas CIIOCOOHOCTH CYIIECTBYET TO 51 Obl HalpaBWJ UX Ha cCOOCTBeHHOe M3yuyeHue bubmuu u
OTIyCTHJI Obl UX B MUp Jenath Onarue nena. Ho ecnu Obl y HUX He OBLJIO CBOETO MHEHHUS 51 ObI
OTIITAMIIOBaJl HAa WX MBIIUICHUH MHEHMS JAPYroro, ormnedyaran (aHatu3M Ha uX J0ax H
OTITYCTHJI ObI X B UXHUX PAOCKOM COCMOAHUU.



