The Seven Bible Tests of a True Prophet

Introduction: Num. 12:6 “And he said, Hear now my words: If there be a prophet among you, [I] the
LORD will make myself known unto him in a vision, [and] will speak unto him in a dream.”

Often God uses dreams and visions to reveal His will to mankind.

Test # 1) Isa. 8:20. “To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not according to this word, [it is]
because [there is] no light in them.”

The "law" here is a reference to the "Law of Moses," the first five books of the Old Testament, which also
contain the Ten Commandments law, and "testimony" is a reference to the rest of the Old Testament, and
by extension including the New Testament, which also contains the "testimony of Jesus Christ" (Rev.
12:17), that both together explain what the "Law of Moses" means in mankind's practical experience.

True prophet’s sayings are totally consistent with all that the Holy Spirit has already revealed in Scripture.

Test #2) Jer. 23:14. “T have seen also in the prophets of Jerusalem an horrible thing: they commit adultery,
and walk in lies: they strengthen also the hands of evildoers, that none doth return from his wickedness.
v.16, Thus saith the LORD of hosts, Hearken not unto the words of the prophets that prophesy unto you:
they make you vain: they speak a vision of their own heart, [and] not out of the mouth of the LORD.”

True prophets will reprove other prophet's sins, rather than conspire to support one-another's claims.

Test #3) Jer. 28:9. “The prophet which prophesieth of peace, when the word of the prophet shall come to
pass, [then] shall the prophet be known, that the LORD hath truly sent him.”

True prophet's predictions must come to pass, ALL of them.
Test #4) Mt. 7:15. “Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are
ravening wolves. Ye shall know them by their fruits. ... Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit;

but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit. A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither [can] a corrupt
tree bring forth good fruit. ...Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them.”

True prophets lead people to repentance and humility before God, and to love their fellow humans. They
never lead people to become competitive, prideful or self-exalting.

Test #5) 1 Jn. 4:2. “Hereby know ye the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is
come in the flesh is of God:” (See also Hebrews 4:15. Jesus “was in all points tempted like as [we are, yet]

without sin.”)

True prophets confess that Jesus came in our "fallen" human flesh, yet He got the victory over every sin
and all sin, just as we can, through connection with His Father and our Father.

Test #6) Dan. 10:17. “For how can the servant of this my lord talk with this my lord? for as for me,
straightway there remained no strength in me, neither is there breath left in me.”

True prophets have no strength or breath of their own while in vision, but supernatural strength from God.

Test #7) Jn. 1:15. “John bare witness of him, and cried, saying, This was he of whom I spake, He that
cometh after me is preferred before me: for he was before me.”

True prophets exalt Christ alone, but never their own abilities.




